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MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON THE
OSCE PARTNERS FOR CO-OPERATION

1. We, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the OSCE participating States, welcome the
increased engagement by the Partners for Co-operation in the OSCE, noting that, over the
years, a solid foundation has been laid for a strengthened partnership. We should build further
on the Helsinki Final Act 1975, Helsinki Document 1992, the Budapest Document 1994, the
Charter for European Security 1999, the 2003 OSCE Strategy to Address Threats to Security
and Stability in the Twenty-First Century, Ministerial Council Decision No. 17/04 on the
OSCE and its Partners for Co-operation, and other relevant documents and decisions, which
underlined the importance of dialogue and co-operation with the Partners for Co-operation,
exploring the scope for wider sharing of OSCE norms, principles and commitments with
them.

2. We remain concerned about threats to security and stability within and around the
OSCE area. We reiterate the interdependence between the security of the OSCE area and that
of the Partners for Co-operation, and we encourage further efforts to strengthen the
relationship between the Partners for Co-operation and the participating States in order to
increase our ability to respond to new and traditional threats to security.

3. We support the efforts of the Partners for Co-operation to promote the OSCE’s norms,
principles and commitments in their regions, and encourage them to take further steps
towards their voluntary implementation. We call on the Partners for Co-operation to report on
their implementation in appropriate OSCE meetings. We advocate the development of the
annual Mediterranean Seminars and Conferences with the Asian Partners for Co-operation
into effective channels of communication between countries in different regions. We
encourage the Partners to continue engaging on issues of common relevance to the OSCE and
their regions. We also advocate increased sharing of the OSCE’s experience in preventive
diplomacy and confidence-building measures as well as further interaction with relevant
regional organizations.

4, We encourage the OSCE Chairmanship to make full use of the possibility to invite
Partners for Co-operation to attend meetings of the decision-making bodies, as well as of
relevant informal subsidiary bodies on a case-by-case basis, and to make oral and/or written
contributions, in accordance with the OSCE Rules of Procedure. In this respect, we commend
the efforts undertaken by the Chairmanships of the Permanent Council and of the Forum for
Security Co-operation to facilitate regular attendance by the Partners for Co-operation in the
meetings of the two bodies.

MC15EW13



-2- MC.DOC/1/07
30 November 2007

5. We will, through the respective Contact Groups, keep the Partners for Co-operation
regularly informed on discussions on relevant Ministerial Council decisions. We invite the
Chairpersons of the Contact Groups to inform the Permanent Council about topical matters
and to submit yearly reports to the Ministerial Council. In the spirit of paragraph 49 of the
Charter for European Security, we also encourage the Permanent Council to examine the
recommendations emerging from the Contact Groups and the Mediterranean Seminars and
the OSCE Conferences with the Asian Partners for Co-operation.

6. We proceed from the understanding that further OSCE engagement with the Partners
for Co-operation will be carried out within available resources and avoid duplication of
efforts by other international organizations.

7. We take note with appreciation of the outcome of the 2007 OSCE-Mongolia
Conference on Strengthening the Co-operative Security between the OSCE and the Asian
Partners for Co-operation. We call for examination of the wider applicability of the
recommendations and suggestions stemming from this Conference. We look forward to the
next OSCE conference with the Asian Partners for Co-operation.

8. We equally look forward to the 2007 Mediterranean Seminar on Combating
Intolerance and Discrimination and Promoting Mutual Respect and Understanding, to take
place in Tel Aviv, Israel, on 18 and 19 December 2007.

9. We welcome the initiative taken by the Chairmanships of the Contact Groups in
organizing the first Joint Meeting of the Contact Groups to asses the state of co-operation
between the OSCE and its Partners for Co-operation.

10.  We encourage the Partners for Co-operation to increase their interaction with the
participating States and the OSCE executive structures in all three dimensions. In this
context, the exchange of information on best practices and lessons learned could be further
enhanced, in particular, by creating opportunities to involve experts from the Partners for
Co-operation in OSCE activities. We stand ready to examine requests from the Partners for
Co-operation for assistance in areas where the OSCE has particular expertise.

11.  We welcome the decision by the Permanent Council on the establishment of a
Partnership Fund, which will facilitate further promotion of the engagement of the Partners
for Co-operation. We encourage the participating States and the Partners for Co-operation to
contribute to it.

12. Recalling Permanent Council Decision No. 233 of 11 June 1998, we invite the
Partners for Co-operation to send observers to participate in election observation missions,
and call on the ODIHR and the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly to make arrangements to
include them in election monitoring organized by the OSCE.

13.  We welcome the initiative by the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly to hold an annual
Parliamentary Forum on the Mediterranean, and encourage it to consider holding Asian
Forums as well. We also encourage the Partners for Co-operation to participate in these
events.



-3- MC.DOC/1/07
30 November 2007

14.  We encourage the OSCE Chairmanship and the chairpersons of the Contact Groups,
together with the Secretary General, to continue supporting the dialogue with the Partners for
Co-operation and to facilitate their contacts with OSCE executive structures in order to
address common threats to security and stability and to promote the voluntary
implementation of OSCE norms, principles and commitments.

15. Recalling Permanent Council Decision No. 430 of 19 July 2001, we remain open to
considering future applications for partnership from interested countries.



